HOW BUTTONS ARE  MADE
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THE PEARL BUTTON INDUSTRY

SORTING AND GRADING

The unit of measure of size of the
buttons is the line, which is one-fortieth of
an inch. The buttons manufactured on
the Mississippi are from 12 to 45 lines in
diameter. The largest, 40 to 45 lines in
diameter, are made from niggerheads. A
medium-sized niggerhead produces four or
five 18 or 2o-line blanks, while from the
large shells eight or ten blanks may be

cut. Sand shells average twelve 2o-line
buttons. The largest deerhorns produce
as high as twenty-five or thirty 2o-line
blanks. In sawing the blanks a large part
of the shell cannot be used, as it is in-
capable of being made into merchantable
buttons. The relatively thin margin of
the valves and the thick beak or umbo
furnish the principal waste.
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CARDING AND PACKING